[Classification of surgical interventions in Germany].
Today different classification systems are used in Germany for the standardization and coding of surgical procedures. On January 1, 1995, the German Minister of Health introduced a new classification system called "Operationenschlüssel nach section 301 SGB V" (OPS-301) for surgical procedures performed in hospitals. The standardization by the OPS-301 is limited to inpatients. In outpatient care, surgical procedures are coded by two billing systems: EBM and GOA. Thus, the situation is characterized by coding systems that are used in parallel which are to some extent incompatible. This leads to avoidable workload and lower quality of the documented data. The general goal is the development of a new classification system which on the one hand should be able to provide different views depending on the questions. On the other hand the system should integrate the different views through a clear and consistent structure of surgical procedures.